[INSERT YOUR CANDIDATES NAME AND ADDRESS HERE]

[INSERT DATE HERE}

Dear {INSERT NAME OF MP/candidate],

I am writing to you as the (Conservative Party Candidate) (Liberal party Candidate) in this constituency, and as a member of the Caribbean community in Britain. 

You will be aware that in 2009 the Government introduced as an environmental measure a distance banded system of Air Passenger Duty (APD) on all flights from the United Kingdom. This placed the Caribbean in band C but the whole of the United States including Hawaii in band B.

I and many tens of thousands of people in the Caribbean community believe that this decision was  discriminatory as it cannot be argued that the environmental impact of a flight to, say, Jamaica or Barbados is more than that for a flight to Los Angeles or Hawaii. Moreover, as I am sure you will realise the measure has a disproportionately damaging effect on the Diaspora in the UK who return home frequently for family events including funerals. It will also damage the Caribbean tourism at a time when the Caribbean economies are already suffering as a result of the global economic downturn.  

Government has said on a number of occasions that it is reviewing the anomaly but we have heard no more. 

I feel strongly that this should not be the end of the process and believe that this matter needs to be addressed before the General Election, so that it is clear to me and to many hundreds of thousands of others in the Caribbean Community where each political party stands on this issue.

Can you let me know what your Party’s policy is on this issue, whether you would repeal APD and, if you are considering an alternative, what the likely cost of such a tax might be in relation to the Caribbean.
I look forwards to hearing from you 
Yours sincerely,

[INSERT NAME]

