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Dear 

High Air Passenger Duty rates are impacting my ability travel
I and my friends and family were pleased to see from the budget that the government has begun to listen to the Caribbean community’s concerns about APD and the discriminatory way in which we have been treated. 
However, their consultation document presents two options for changing APD.  Only one of these addresses the current discrimination of the APD Banding system that at present means flights to California are cheaper than those to the Caribbean. We would like you to ask the government to ensure that the system is changed in a way that makes it fair to all countries and destinations. It shouldn’t be skewed in favour of big countries like the USA.
I was shocked to hear that the government is planning to increase APD by 8.3% next year.  This may be in line with inflation for 2011 and 2012, but at a time when there are so many cuts and price increases such as the VAT increase, this really hurts people like me who need to travel back to the Caribbean. We are not all rich people who want to travel for holidays. I think that those making the policy need to bear in mind the affordability of APD for people like me.
I can see from the document on APD that while an upper and lower limit for the new rates has been suggested, that there is still some flexibility as to what the rate will be. It is very important to me that you as my MP seek the lowest possible rate for the members of the Caribbean who are very worried by the mounting cost.

Now that the government says that APD exists to generate revenue rather than to protect the environment there seems no need to have so many bands at such different rates.
It is about time that MPs started to listen to the Caribbean community in the UK – I want to know what you as my MP are doing to protect my interests.
I look forward to hearing from you. 
Yours sincerely,
………………………………..
Name: ……………………………………………….
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